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until the party was tired, and then other dancers took their
place."1
In Tuscany and Romagna " once the young lovers were
accustomed to plant, the first night of May, a branch before
the door of their sweethearts with gifts hung up : at present
they bring it about singing.1'2
A somewhat fuller description of the Hobby Horse on
May Day at Padstow runs as follows : " The Hobby Hoss,
a formidable-looking creature with tall cap, flowing plume
and tail, savage looking snappers, and ferocious mask, sallied
forth, accompanied by the Pairs, carrying each a musical
instrument, of which the drum is the most prominent. Before
the Hobby Hoss danced a man in a terrible dwarf mask, carry-
ing a club. This dancer led the way everywhere, followed
throughout the day by the Hobby ffoss, and a vast crowd of
men and women gaily decorated with flowers and singing the
May songs, while the men fired in all directions pistols loaded
with powder/'3
1  M. Trevelyan, Folk-lore and Folk        8 The   Padstow   Hobby   Hoss,   a
Stories of Wales (London, 1909), p. 24.     pamphlet published by Williams and
2  Extract from a letter written to me     Son, Padstow, 1903.    Cf. The Magic
by   Mr.   Ludovico   Limentani   and     Art  and the   Evolution  of Kings,
dated Ferrara, Via  Columbara  36,     pp. 67 sq>
20th Sept 1912.